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APOSTOLIC DOCTRINE:

The basic and fundamental doctrine of this organization shall be the Bible standards of full salvation, which is repentance, water baptism in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and baptism of the Holy Ghost, with the evidence of speaking with other tongues as the Spirit gives the utterance. 

(St. John 3:5, Acts 2:4, Acts 2:38)

MISSION STATEMENT:
Our mission is to glorify our Savior Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from all iniquity, and purity unto Himself a peculiar  people, zealous of good works; that we should show forth the praises of Him who hath called us out of darkness into His marvelous light; and that we may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom we shine as lights in the world, holding forth the Word of Life, to give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death to guide their feet to the way of peace.
(Titus 2:13-14; I Peter 2:9; Philippians 2:15-16; St. Luke 1:79)

BYLAWS:
Article I
Membership

Requirements for active membership:

· Adopt the statement of the Apostolic Doctrine

· Show evidence of a consistent Holy Christian life (Eph. 4, I John 1:6-7)

· Water baptism by immersion in the name of Jesus Christ (Acts 2:38, St. Matthew 3:13-17)
· Willing to contribute financially to Lighthouse Deliverance Church in support of the ministry    (Mal.3:8-10; I Corn. 16:1-2)

· Attend regular church services at Lighthouse Deliverance Church faithfully on Sundays and Wednesdays and other services as scheduled

· Children born to parents in active status are considered members

Reception of active membership:

· A person desiring to become an active member of Lighthouse Deliverance Church shall make it known to the Pastor

· Pastor will introduce the Bylaws of Lighthouse Deliverance Church to said person, upon mutual agreement, said person will sign a copy of the Bylaws, witnessed by the Pastor, then said person will be presented to the congregation as an active member

· Pastor and the congregation of Lighthouse Deliverance Church will extend the right hand of fellowship with the new active member

Inactive status of membership:

· Any active member that willingly excuses themselves from Lighthouse Deliverance Church’s regular services for a period of one month will be contacted by the Pastor and/or Deacon to review the bylaws and discuss the membership. 

· Absences from services for a period of three months without reason will result in suspension of voting rights for a period of three months. 
· After a period of six months, said member will be classified as inactive until said member either withdraws their membership at Lighthouse Deliverance Church or is voted no longer a member by Bishop and the Church Council.

· Membership roll of Lighthouse Deliverance Church will be revised semi-annually and updated at the annual church meeting by the church secretary.

· Active member list will be made available by the church secretary to the Bishop, Pastor and Church Council semi-annually.

Voting Privileges:

· Reserved for all active members of Lighthouse Deliverance Church in good standing, according to the Bishop and Pastor.

Acceptable Appearances: Setting a Standard and Glorifying God through our appearance.
· Men: Suit Jackets are preferred; shirts should be tucked incompletely, clean haircuts and shaven beards and/or mustaches during service times. No tight fitting or too small clothing should be worn.
· Women: No short skirts, skirts should be worn at and below the knee, if your skirt is at your knees, please do not sit on the front row. No tops that show your chest and/or cleavage- your dress should be in moderation. No see-through clothing. No tight fitting or too small clothing should be worn. Stocking and/or panty hose are preferred attire for our women.
Social Media: 
· Lighthouse Deliverance Church asks that any members posting any information regarding the church on the internet speak with the Bishop before doing so, in order to continue to represent Christ in a respectable manner.
Article II
Standard of Marriage/ Divorce
· Lighthouse Deliverance Church firmly believes that “Marriage is honorable in all, and the bed undefiled” (Heb. 13:4) and that lawful marriage is between one male and one female. Any other union is against God’s principles and standards, and Lighthouse Deliverance Church will not participate in any such union. (I Corn. 7:9; Eph. 5:22-31; II Corn. 6:14; St. Matt. 19:5-6; St. Mark 10:7-9)
· Lighthouse Deliverance Church firmly believes that divorce is not acceptable except as provided in the Scriptures. (I Corn. 6:15-20; I Corn. 7:10-11, 39; St. Mark 10:7-12; St. Matt. 19:5-11; Mal. 2:15-16) If a divorcee desires to be remarried, then Lighthouse Deliverance Church believes that he or she is free to do so, we believe that God allows time for restitution and reconciliation, if the married parties agree to divorce one another, then they are also agreeing to let the other person remarry, giving up their title and rights as husband and/or wife to that particular person.
Article III
Duties of Officers
· Bishop 
1. Serve as overseer of Lighthouse Deliverance Church
2. Appoint duties throughout the church as deemed necessary

3. Study, preach and teach the Word of God

4. Check on all work being done throughout the various offices and departments

5. Work closely with the Deacons and Brotherhood of the church

· Pastor


1. Serve as assistant to the Bishop of the church


2. Study, preach and teach the Word of God


3. Work closely with the Missionary and Sisterhood of the church

· Elder


1. Serve as assistant to the Pastor of the church


2. Study, preach and teach the Word of God


3. Work and serve in area appointed by the Bishop and/or Pastor

· Deacon


1. Serve the Bishop of the church in whatever areas are needed


2. Study and teach the Word of God

· Minister


1. Serve the church and community


2. Visit the sick and shut-in, pray for those that are sick and facing bereavement

· Prophet/ Prophetess


1. Share the Word of prophesy from God to the church


2. Speak to the Bishop about what God is showing to the church


3. Share prayer requests with the Bishop

· Treasurer
1. Collect, count and record weekly contributions made to the church
2. Complete bank deposit slips with weekly contributions

3. Deposit collected contributions into the appropriate bank account of Lighthouse Deliverance Church 

4. Present financial reports to the church at regular business meetings and meetings scheduled by Bishop

5. Keep all information regarding the finances of Lighthouse Deliverance Church and the members confidential unless requested by the Bishop.
· Secretary


1. Keep record of all members, active and inactive


2. Coordinate preaching appointments with the Bishop and Pastor


3. Keep the church calendar of events up to date


4. Coordinate appointments and events with the church announcer


5. Schedule regular and special Business meetings for the church


6. Perform any other clerical duties as part of the responsibilities 


7. Storage all legal documents and the church seal


8. Send out all official correspondence for Lighthouse Deliverance Church 

· Church Council/ Board of Trustees


Members remain the same (Ministerial Team)
Article IV
Election/Appointment of Officers

Election/Appointment of Officers

· Officers will be nominated by active members and vote in place by majority of the active members present at the annual business meeting

· Certain officers will be appointed by the Bishop and Pastor; active members are in support of such appointments.


· Officers can hold the office for no more than four consecutive years, and after a period of two years, then that officer can hold the same office again, for no more than four consecutive years.

Vacancy of Offices
· Bishop

If the Bishop should become incapable of operating in his office as Bishop over Lighthouse Deliverance Church, then the Pastor will step in the office, until the Bishop is capable of returning to the office. If the Bishop
should pass away, then the Pastor will become the overseer of Lighthouse Deliverance Church, immediately, the Deacon moves up to assist the Pastor (male and female model). Also, First Lady will receive Bishop’s love offering from the church for 2 years or until she remarries. After 2 years and she remains unmarried, she will receive ½ of the love offering for the rest of her life, as long as she remains in good standings with the church.
· Pastor

If the Pastor should become incapable of operating in her office as Pastor of Lighthouse Deliverance Church, then the Bishop will assume the role until such time as the Bishop can appointment another person, preferably a female. If the Pastor should pass away, then the Elder moves up to assist the Bishop immediately.
Other offices


If an elected or appointed officers become incapable of operating in their office, or if they should pass away, then the Bishop has the authority to make the necessary changes in order to carry out the duties of the office, active members are in support of such changes.
Article V
Annual Meeting
· Lighthouse Deliverance Church will hold annual church meeting to include all active members yearly in July, as scheduled by the Bishop.
Article VI
Church Departments and Duties

· Sunday School


Vacation Bible School



June of each year


Rainbow Tea (DCJ Fellowship Tea)


September of each year
· Youth Department


Scholarship (LMJ Scholarship Fund)
· Missionary

· Brotherhood

· Usher Board

· Announcer
· Musicians/Choir
· Summer Camp

June-August of each year


* Community Service opportunity for high school students, 9th-12th graders
· Parent’s Night Out

September-May of each year
Article VII
Finances
· Lighthouse Deliverance Church will collect tithe and offerings according to Malachi 3:8-10 at the weekly services on Sundays and Wednesdays in envelops and offering pans. Once collected the contributions will be counted by the Pastor, Deacon and Treasurer, the church secretary will record the tithes of each active member weekly and report to the Bishop monthly. Deacon or Treasurer is responsible for depositing the collection weekly on Sunday evening into the bank account of Lighthouse Deliverance Church. The deposit shall be made by the Deacon or Elder, with the exception of the men being out of town.
· All financial transactions require the knowledge and approval of Pastor and/or Bishop. No financial decisions will be made without the knowledge of the Pastor and/or Bishop.
· Financial reports will be made available to all active members at the annual church meeting.

· LMJ Scholarship Fund will be awarded to the member(s) that have successfully graduated from high school as an active member in good standing with the church. Recipients must go to college straight out of high school and are required to remain active while in college, by supporting the ministry financially and attending at least one service each month. Lighthouse Deliverance Church will set aside $500-$1000 yearly for the scholarship, unused portions will roll over yearly. Applicants must apply in April each year, the scholarship will be awarded in August each year. This scholarship will be offered to active Lighthouse members first, then members in the Belmont Community and finally citizens of Statesville. The award amount will be $500 unless otherwise specified by the Bishop and/or scholarship committee. Active Lighthouse members in grades 1-12 will also be rewarded annually for promotion to the next grade, and academic accomplishments, those in honor classes will receive special recognitions, the award amount will vary and be determined by the Bishop and/or scholarship committee. Lighthouse Deliverance Church will hold annual Academic Awards Ceremonies in August.
· The Scholarship Committee will create requirements for the recipients and present them to the congregation. Applicants must submit an essay, and be recorded as active, for at least six months prior to being awarded the scholarship funds.
· Lighthouse Deliverance Church will hold fundraisers for the church, as the need arises. Annual fundraisers include the Yard Sale each April and the DCJ Fellowship Tea each September. Any additional fundraisers will be coordinated by the Bishop and Church Council.

Article VIII
Amendments to Bylaws
· The Bylaws of Lighthouse Deliverance Church may be amended at any regular or special business meeting by a two-thirds majority vote by the active membership present provided that a two week advance notice of the business meeting is announced by the church secretary and/or church announcer.

· If any active member wants to make an amendment to the Bylaws, then it must be submitted in writing to the Church Council at least three weeks prior to the scheduled business meeting.
